Dr. R. Velmurugan 

Assistant Professor 

Asian Languages and Cultures

National Institute of Education

Nanyang Technological University

Singapore  637616

ABSTRACT
DEVELOPMENT OF  E - CONTENT  FOR LEARNING  TAMIL PHONETICS

One can attribute a lot of reasons for the robustness of electronic devices in teaching and learning process. Especially in the process of language teaching the role of electronic device is significant and unique. Though, traditional  human enabled language  teaching  is powerful  and the learners are comfortable  in it, the machine or computer enabled learning  or teaching  is the need of the hour  as if possesses a lot of advantages  besides the advantages attached with the human instructors involved teaching learning process.
The computer mediated language learning process supplies rich and accurate linguistic data which will certainly mould the language learners to the greater extend by providing them ample opportunities to freely mingle with the relevant and original linguistic data, of a language – whether it is a second or foreign or even first language.
Learning a language from the native speakers of the language concerned has some added advantages especially in the second language learning situation. But a native teacher, in the traditional teaching learning process, cannot address to the global learners. But the e- content travels across the world and caters to the varying needs of the learners of heterogeneous nature.
It is a known fact that Tamil is now- a -days learned globally by Tamils or other people. Appointing native Tamil teachers for teaching Tamil across the world is really cumbersome. But through e- learning it is possible to learn Tamils from the native Tamil teachers as e- learning is anywhere and anytime learning and as it has its own power and strength.
It is needless to state that Tamil is endowed with lot indigenous and unique phonetic patterns and systems which are get – at – able only to Tamil speakers. If a learner does not have the phonetic exposure from the native speakers of Tamil, it would really be a great lose and trouble to the Tamil learners whose mother tongue is other than the Tamil. Because the phonetic features of the Tamil, their phonetic distributions, allophones, clusters, syllables, morpho – phonemic changes etc have their own uniqueness and impact over the natural speech production of native speakers.
 The present paper, keeping all these ideas in mind, addresses the issues related to Tamil phonetics and tries to engineer the e- learning package for learning a phonetics of Tamil with a provision of teaching and testing.  The paper will also explore the possibility of developing the package with multimedia input and with an interactive mood. It is, of course needless to mention that the paper topicalizes the linguistic technicalities of Tamil pronunciation, rather than the software aspect of the package.
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