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1 Introduction

1.1 Document Purpose

Titling the document as “Inside Tamil Unicode”, the author intends to interpret, analyse and detail the inner assignment of character codes in Tamil Unicode Encoding and expand on how this understanding can be applied to the development of Tamil software and Unicode Tamil font. As the author comes from a background of Computing and Information Technology development coupled with a long term involvement in researching the ins and outs of Tamil Alphabet and phonology, this paper intends on detailing the technical and cultural merits of the current Tamil Unicode encoding and opens up thoughts on future encoding enhancements. 

1.2 Audience

This paper together with a presentation on stage specifically targets Tamil Computing related software development, complex rendering processing, Tamil Unicode and Indic Unicode font development, speech recognition using Tamil alphabet system, and any one interested in Tamil as a language.

1.3 Background

INFITT is the technical institution that works hand in hand with Unicode Consortium, Tamil Nadu government, Tamil related government bodies of the world, Tamil and other universities, and Tamil computing related software and hardware developers. This paper intends to describe technical and cultural information to anyone who chose to use it.

Unicode Consortium is the international institution tasked with standardising all languages of the world for enabling the standard international multilingual computing. Tamil Unicode is already a working entity in Computing and the works in progress are for enhancing and facilitating a totally empowering Tamil computing environment.

2 Abstracts

The following topics are to be discussed in the intended presentation.

Unicode as a linear encoding

Introducing fallback Unicode characters to match the linear encoding

Linear encoding as an extension of Tolkappiyam

The need for complex rendering and the displaying/printing of Tamil

Tamil in cut down versions of OS and domestic appliances

Simplifying sorting process and code point for inherent “a”.

Pulli vs Virama

Matra vs Matrai

Aytham vs Visarga

SRi, ksha, sh, etc…

Deprecating the duplicate “au” marker

The behaviour of dotted circle

Extra long vowels

3 References

Attaching a poster depicting character shapes of linear Unicode
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