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Technology ought to be harnessed to enhance a lesson rather than be essential for teaching. It can assist students, especially those learning Tamil as a second language, to realize the beauty and joy of speaking the language. The media and IT based unique technological devices that have been used for second language teaching and learning proved as potential and effective tools (Rafael Salaberry M., 2001& Zongyi Deng et al., 1999)). This paper highlights the IT and pedagogical based research initiatives carried on at the National Institute of Education on Teaching and Learning of Tamil Language in Singapore.

National Institute of Education and its Parent organization Ministry of Education in Singapore are enhancing and harnessing new ways of using IT to improve the quality of Education in Singapore. The convergence of interest shown by researchers in implementing new methods of teaching Tamil using IT has been welcomed by educationists here. 

By adapting and encompassing IT resources and softwares the National Institute of Education is constantly improving the quality of IT teaching in Tamil. , IT has been used widely in Teaching Pedagogical, Literature Modules and in a module on the Use of Language in Singapore. Web quest, Video conferencing, Multimodal resources creation, Learner based curriculum production, Group investigation, Digital Storytelling and Corpus data bank. By looking at some of the good practices developed in the field of this technology, the institute is creating new materials which will help students learn Tamil in a fun and interesting manner.

It is also focusing in the design and development of new methods through research and monitoring the problems that arise. By conducting pre and inservice courses for Tamil teachers, the feedback from their set of practices also helps to set a new strategic position for improvement in the system of teaching which will help in the progress of the Tamil Language worldwide. 

Since IT has boomed into many aspects of our lives and education, it is necessary that it covers the vast areas of our teaching in Tamil as well. Thus all this research initiatives and journals will help us in keeping Tamil abreast with IT.

