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The Tamilnadu government has spent much time and energy creating lexica and glossaries for various modern usages for Tamil, but from what we can gather, these have mainly generated new nominal terminology, not verbs. This is partly because Literary Tamil cannot borrow verbs

easily, i.e. it cannot take a 'foreign' word and add Tamil morphological material to it, such as tense marking and person-numbergender marking, which all Tamil finite verbs must have.

Tamil is also unable to make completely new verbs from scratch for the same reasons that is unable to borrow any—the verbal base must be in existence already, so the typical thing to do is to combine any new or borrowed material with old material, e.g. using the existing verb cey or pa

u, which mean ‘make’ or ‘do.’ What Tamil does, then is to take borrowed or neologized material and combine it with an existing verb. What our work on the English Dictionary of the Tamil Verb (EDTV) has revealed, however, is that there are many other ways that Tamil can

make new verbs, using devices I refer to as ‘verbalizers.’ These are either existing Tamil verbs that are not usually thought of as verbalizers, or they are suffices, such as –uttu, which are suffixed to existing verbal roots to make a new verb. 

One well-known example of this is na
a ‘run, walk’ which can be combined with –ttu to make

na
attu, which makes a transitive verb out of the intransitive Form na
a.

In this paper, I give many more examples of the use of verbalizing devices to create new verbs in Tamil, and show how the database of the EDTV can be searched to find these examples, and what this means for our understanding of how Tamil is structured..
