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ABSTRACT

The Tamil Virtual University was started with view to cater to the needs of the Tamils, living outside 
Tamil 
Nadu to enable them to be in touch with their language, culture and arts and to keep alive 
their traditions 
and values. This paper deals with the key activities carried out by Tamil Virtual  
University and the challenges encountered in achieving its objectives.   
· The key activities carried out by Tamil Virtual University are:-

1) Various web based Academic Programmes from alphabet to advance Degree level.

2) Organizing an e-Library and Cultural Video Gallery.

3) Tamil Software Developments for various applications.

4) Virtual classrooms conducted by eminent Tamil scholars.

5) Publication of lessons, e-Books and Technical Glossaries.

6) Standardization of Tamil encoding and application of Tamil in mobile phones.

· Academic Programmes


TVU offers integrated Diploma, Higher Diploma and BA (Tamilology) Degree Programme. TVU also 
offers Certificate Courses and Higher certificate courses from standard 1 to 10th, +2. From more than 
61 countries, 7334 students have registered for BA Tamil Degree and Certificate Courses. TVU has 
31 Coordinating Centres in 19 Countries. A Virtual Class Room was established and functioning in 
TVU. 39 Tamil video lectures and 8 English video lectures on ‘Learn Tamil’ were produced and made 
available in TVU website. 
· Digital Library

(i) Books with Search Facility


TVU has established a Digital Library on its website which comprises of a collection of Tamil 
Literature. 377 books are available in the Digital Library. Four dictionaries are also available with 
search facility. More over, more than 2,50,000 technical terms are available for easy reference by 
authors who write technical articles in Tamil. 

(ii) Heritage and Cultural Programmes


On Cultural front, Video clippings of Folk Arts like, Karakattam, Mayilattam, 
Oyilattom etc. and 
BharathaNattiyam are included. The heritage of Temple Architecture is given through Video clippings 
and photo graphs of Saiva, Vainava, 
Samana, Buddha and Mosques temples in addition to 
Churches.
· Web-enabled Palm Leaves in TVU website


The Palm leaves collected by Dr.U.V.Saminathan Iyer, are made available on the website with search and zooming facilities with corresponding Tamil text.

· TACE16
The Government of Tamil Nadu has constituted a Task Force Committee for Tamil All Character Encoding (TACE16). The Committee after elaborate deliberations resolved to recommend to the Government of Tamil Nadu for taking necessary action to implement TACE16 through Unicode consortium. TACE16 was also presented to the South Asian Sub Committee of Unicode consortium TACE16 is under its active consideration.  
· Tamil Software Development 


TVU encourages the development of tools and software in Tamil and provide 
necessary funds. Tamil 
OCR, Tamil Voice to Text, Text to Voice, English 
Tamil 
Machine Aided Translation are some of 
the projects funded by TVU.
· Release of Technical Glossaries


2,50,000 technical terms available in TVU website   are   being      scrutinized by 
experts. The 
streamlined terms will be published in 14 volumes. First two 
volumes are 
already published. 
· Tamil usage in Cell Phones

 
Effects are being taken to introduce Tamil in cell phones. In this connection an expert 
committee has been constituted under the chairmanship of Dr. M. Ponnavaikko.


This committee has considered five keypad layouts. A testing methodology was finalized for 
testing 
these layouts. After these testings, the committee has selected one keypad layout and that has been 
recommended to the Government of Tamilnadu.

.
· Global Search Engine and Quick Accessing of the TVU Site


Currently the search facility is provided only for a few books. Necessary action is being taken to 
provide search facility for all the books in e-library and lessons in the website. Common search 
facility for the entire activities of the TVU will be made available soon.

· Challenges Faced

 
Some of the major challenges faced by TVU in achieving its objectives are:

· Delay in getting the Lessons from the Lesson writers.

· Quality related problem in digitizing and web enabling lessons and e-books. 

· Problems in availability and user friendliness of TVU website.

· Effectiveness of Tamil Software Projects Funded under TSDF.

· Popularizing TVU and making it known to Tamil diaspora. 


These challenges are being analysed systematically and scientifically and appropriate actions are being taken to resolve these issues. 
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