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COMPUTER ANALYSIS OF TAMIL VERB FORMS

Dr. P. David Prabhakar
Reader in Tamil
Madras Christian College
Chennai-600 059
tamilprofessor@gmail.com,  davidprabhakar@rediffmail.com


	The aim of computational morphology is to take a string of characters as input and deliver an analysis as output. The input string can be analyzed for underlying morphemes and syntactic interpretation.

	As the 'verb' is a dynamic part of a sentence, the present study focuses on both simple (finite and non-finite) and complex verb forms in Modern Tamil.  Algorithms have been developed for analysis of all the verb forms, that can be adopted for various Tamil related NLP tasks.

	Seven rule sets are developed in the form of flow charts, which can analyze any verb form from right to left, to carve out morphemes and from what is left of the verb, reconstruct the verb root. This work also gives morpho- syntactic interpretation for the given structure. The details regarding data representation, methods and modules are given in the full paper.

A few sample flow charts are enclosed (see: attachment) and Online demonstration is under development.
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