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ABSTRACT:
In this presentation, I shall start with two preliminary questions:
'What is a critical edition?' & 'Why is it important to have critical editions?'
After that, I shall make a small survey of the treatment of variants
in some of the existing (paper) editions of important Tamil works.
I shall then consider the future perspectives concerning electronic critical editions
and shall evoke the efforts which are underway such as the Text Encoding Initiative (TEI).

